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Dear Editor:

Mr. Craig P. Howard's treatise
on refugees and our area schools is
outstanding and worthy of a Pulitzer
Prize.   If you wish a microcosm of
the problem merely visit Ramon
Reyes, principal of Braeburn El-
ementary School.  It lies at the edge
of one of the wealthiest neighbor-
hoods in the southwest and yet it is
one of the poorest schools.

 The "surge" to stop this catas-
trophe must start in elementary
school.

Thank you again.
David Litowsky, M.D.

Houston, Tx.

Dear Editor:
I read the articles about the refu-

gees in our area in the Southwest
News and was wanting to know
where we might be able to donate
food, clothing, household items,
toys, etc...  I often take items to
donate to the Goodwill center on
Beechnut in Meyerland Plaza, but I
never know where those items ulti-
mately end up (or if they help any-
one in particular).  If there is some-
where that I can take items to do-
nate that will help the refugees in
our area, would you please let me
know?

Thanks!
Janie Ong

Houston

Dear Editor:
Stunning and ambitious piece

of work! One of the most valuable
and insightful things I've seen in

print in years.
I hope when your series is com-

plete you might be able to put it into
some sort of freestanding booklet
that might be available for a long
time to come.

Super, super job!
Clyde Peterson

Houston

Dear Editor:
Thank you for publishing this

week the trio of articles about refu-
gees in SW Houston and also the
impact on area schools.  Please
relay my compliments to reporter
Craig Howard.

 I found the articles to be infor-
mative, well-researched, and bal-
anced regarding problems which
are complex and not readily solved.
I look forward to reading the future
articles.  As a Houstonian and as a
person who cares about our public
schools, I hope that this series will
help garner at least some of the
additional resources so direly
needed for the refugees and for
those who work so hard educating
these children.

On a separate note,  Craig wrote
a fine story about the upcoming
railroad Quiet Zone planned for the
Westbury area.  I am pleased that
he was able to contact Phyllis Frye
for the story since she has been

Letters to the Editor...

Dear Editor,
I would like to clarify a few

points in your recent article regard-
ing the proposed Bellaire tax rate
increase.   City Council is propos-
ing a tax rate that is 1.73% higher
than the effective tax rate, which
means a homeowner of an average
Bellaire home will pay $78 more in
property taxes in FY2011 than
FY2010.  You might ask why is
City Council raising taxes in a bad
economy?   Why doesn’t the City
just tighten its belt, like Bellaire
families have done and cut the fat
out of their budget?

The short answer is that we have

tightened our belt and cut the fat
out of the City budget.  We are now
at the point of making the really
difficult decisions.

1.    The City is proposing to
increase only the debt service tax
rate as a result of the increased debt
service on our outstanding bond
obligations and a decline of 2.4%
in our tax base. Next year the debt
service increases by 9.6%, which is
$530,000 more than the current fis-
cal year.  This increase in the debt
service tax rate is strictly due to the
increase in the debt service on the
bonds at a time when the tax base
and sales tax and other revenue
have declined.  City Council is not
proposing to increase the General
Fund tax rate. (The General Fund
pays for operations, like the police,
fire and library departments.)  No
one on City Council is happy about
raising the tax rate.  However, since
the Bellaire voters overwhelmingly

approved two bond referendums
that included the possibility of a 5
cent tax rate increase, if the tax
base didn’t grow sufficiently to pay
our debt; Council believes this pro-
posed tax rate is keeping with what
Bellaire citizens supported and
agreed to in 2000 and 2005. (As an
aside, the tax rate has declined from
48 cents in 2004 to a little over 37
cents last year.)

2.    The City staff has balanced
the FY 2011 budget by making
substantial cuts (almost $1 million)
to the General and Enterprise (Util-
ity) Funds by freezing salaries, cut-
ting over-time and part-time posi-
tions (in addition to the 11.5 full-
time equivalency employees that
have been eliminated since 2009),
increasing staffs’ out-of-pocket
costs for health care premiums and
deductibles, to name a few cuts.
This was done without raising the
General Fund tax rate, without in-
creasing the water rates, and with-
out spending reserves (ie, no defi-

See Letters page 12
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cit spending) needed for
bond rating purposes and di-
saster recovery similar to
Hurricane Ike.   This budget
was unanimously approved
by Council with a few addi-
tional adjustments.   City
Council voted to eliminate
Council compensation ($10/
meeting, no more than $50/
month for Councilmembers
and $75/month for the
Mayor) and meals for early
meetings.  We also voted to
cut the cost and number of
garbage bags purchased by a
third.  (Councilman Hickman
was the only Councilmember
who voted against cutting the
garbage bag cost and decreas-
ing the number of garbage
bags purchased.  The only
proposal he made to cut costs
of operations was to cut two
line items that totaled less
than $5000.)

 Other options that the
City could consider, rather
than raising the debt service
tax rate, is to cut more than a

$1/2 million out of the Gen-
eral Fund, which could be
accomplished by cutting
salaries and/ or eliminating
staff positions.  Due to the
additional large amount that
would need to be cut, in or-
der to not raise the tax rate,
positions (and services)
would need to be eliminated
in the police and fire depart-
ments, as well as other City
departments.  The City could
also raise the water rates and/
or deficit spend by reducing
our reserves.  This was the
proposal that Councilman
Hickman made when he pro-
posed transferring over
$241,000 out of the Enter-
prise Fund to reduce the tax
rate to the effective tax rate.
While your article stated that
Councilman Hickman did
everything he could to hold
the line on taxes, his pro-
posal would only have shifted
money from one fund to the
other.  Council did not sup-
port his proposal because the

Letters from page 2
City would have to raise the
water rates (ie,a hidden non-
deductible tax) or we would
need to reduce the reserves
and run the risk that the City’s
bond rating would be down-
graded and cost the citizens
more in interest.  Addition-
ally, Councilman Hickman’s
proposal would reduce our
reserves to the point that it
would be difficult to pay for
items, such as debris pickup
after a hurricane.    (Council-
man Hickman’s proposal did
NOT include holding the line
on the tax rate, but instead
included a 4.6% overall tax
rate increase and 15.3% debt
service tax rate increase at a
level equal to the effective
tax rate.)

 City Council is propos-
ing the option that it felt that
the residents of Bellaire want
and would support -  the op-
tion that meets our debt ser-
vice requirements and keep-
ing with what the voters ap-
proved; maintains our high

bond rating that ultimately
saves taxpayers money;
maintains sufficient reserves
to pay for emergencies, like
a hurricane; and does not
deficit spend, like other gov-
ernmental agencies are do-
ing. However, City Council
wants to hear from our resi-
dents.    Do we want a tax rate
increase, or are we willing to
live with City services being
eliminated and staff positions
cut in all City departments
like the library, senior ser-
vices, parks department and
less police and firemen (the
two largest departments)?
Do we think the City should
use reserves, rather than in-
crease the tax rate and run
the risk of downgrading our
bond rating?  Are we willing
to wait for FEMA to pickup
our storm debris, rather than
ensuring the City has suffi-
cient reserves to pay up front
for trash pickup more quickly
after a hurricane?  These are

See Letters page 13
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some of the difficult ques-
tions that we as a City and a
community have to address.

The public has another op-
portunity to provide their
comments to the City Coun-
cil at a second Public Hear-
ing on Monday, October 4th
at 6 pm or providing written
comments to the City Clerk
by noon on Thursday, Octo-
ber 14th
(tdutton@ci.bellaire.tx.us).  I
look forward to hearing from
residents’ viewpoint about
the difficult decisions we face
this year and next.

Corbett Daniel Parker
Councilman

City of Bellaire

Letters from page 12

St. Thomas More Parish School's Volleyball Team took 1st place
in the Incarnate Word Academy Tournament held on September
24 and 25.

The Lightning had their first game and 9- 4 victory over the
Fireballs on Sunday after rain cancellation last weekend. Team
members include Sidney, Brianne and Sarah, Nicole, Mary,
Brianne, Alyssa, Jolie, Sydney and Kiki.

 St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School 7th Grade Gold Girls
Volleyball team for winning first place in the Texas Tornadoes
Tournament!  Pictured on back row:  Coach Leigh Sherman,
Hunter Eriksson, Meghan Doyle, Emma Hansen, Christina
George & Marissa Barnes.  Front row:  Catherine Schell, Elle
Bennett & Caitlin Linton.

Strake Jesuit College Pre-
paratory hosted the first Chal-
lenger Football game of the
2010 season on Saturday,
Sept. 18.  Crusader Football
players and cheerleaders as-
sisted as buddies while Na-
tional Honor Society mem-
bers volunteered in other
ways.

The St. Mark’s Episcopal School Varsity volleyball team won first
place in the Silver Division at the Bellaire High School Middle
School Tournament.  They beat out River Oaks Baptist and
Duchesne Academy in the division finals. There were 20 teams
in the tournament, including eight H.I.S.D. schools.  The girls
had a near perfect tournament winning all but one of their
games. The all Tournament Player Award was given to Brianna
Wilson-Kelly. Team members include: Coach Sallie Wilson,
Monica Dayao, Meredith Hayes, Lizzet Clifton, Hannah Cantu,
Lauren Graham, Eleanor Watts, Brianna Wilson-Kelly, Caroline
Fulghum and Caitlin Clarke.

Challenger players, Buddies and Cheerleaders.

Challenger League Kicks Off Fall Football Season
National Charity League

distributed spirit goody bags
to each Challenger player and
cheerleader and helped with
check-in, as well.  Athletic
Director Bill McDonald was
the sports broadcaster for the
day while Tatiana Angulo,
St. Agnes Academy senior
and Strake Jesuit cheerleader,

sang the National Anthem
followed by a lovely invoca-
tion by Father Pepe Ruiz.

Head Football Coach Ron
Counter did the traditional
coin toss before the players
and cheerleaders entered the
field through the spirit run-
through.  After countless
touchdowns, field goals,

punts, and points to light up
the scoreboard, the game
ended in a tie with smiles on
the faces of all.  Cheerlead-
ers cheered and one Chal-
lenger player taught every-
one the victory dance!

Games will also be held
at the following dates and
times:

  • Sunday, October 10 at
2 pm at South Campus Sports
Complex

• Thursday, October 21 at
halftime of St. Thomas High
School 7:30 p.m. game

• Wednesday, October 27,
at 5 p.m. at Episcopal High
School

For more information, see

B y C r a i g P . H o w a r d
Westbury Christian High

School’s baseball team
hasn’t played a game this
year, but five of its players
already have college schol-
arship commitments for five
of its players.

Coach Ricky Watkins
says that this situation is un-
precedented in the quarter
century or so that the school
has fielded a baseball team.

Receiving scholarship of-
fers are:

• Cody Glenn, a left-
handed pitcher who was a
member this year of the Texas
Rangers Area Code Team, a
top-rated all-star squad. He’s
committed to Louisiana State
University.

• Dillon Thomas, a power-
hitting outfielder whose 12
home runs last year led
TAPPS 4A, looking forward
to college at Texas A&M.

• Keegan Sanford, another
power-hitting outfielder,
headed to the University of
Houston next year.

• Mike Davis, a shortstop
who was second on the
Westbury Christian squad in
homers last year.

• Chris Lopez, a first
baseman who led the team in
runs batted in. Both Davis
and Lopez are headed to
Texarkana Junior College on
scholarship.

www.challengerfootball.org
or contact Joni Fichter at
cptemps@aol.com.  Chal-
lenger Baseball registration
starts  on November 1 at
www.westull.org then click
on Challenger!

Kk

Five Westbury
Christian Baseball

Players Have
Scholarships

Watkins says all nine
starters from last year’s 20-
10 squad return, though many
starters also return to Second
Baptist, with whom
Westbury Christian split
games in TAPPS play. That
doesn’t discourage the coach
at all.

“We think that if we don’t
win state this year, it will be
a disappointment,” he says.

with a  sprinkle or two of
music and a wink to the Spa-
ghetti Western.

If it sounds like something
that must be experienced to be
believed, it is. But its not for
everyone.

The broad slapstick, fol-
lowed at a machine gun’s pac-
ing, with something com-
pletely different -and deadly
serious- will turn some view-

ers off.
I found it funny, clever,

never dull, and gorgeous to
look at.

One perfectly-timed se-
quence showing noodles be-
ing rolled out and thrown in
the air (pizza crust style), prior
to cooking, is flat-out won-
derful.

In Mandarin with English
subtitles. ✩✩✩ (out of four)

Movie from page 4

E-Mail your news
and photos to:

MyNews@Village-
Southwest-News.com




